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the people told me that it was the work of thestone-masons
who made the new images of Tirupapuliyur temple.
Both images had the mark of Vishnu on their foreheads, so
also had the pujarl of the shrine. The pujari said that
the images represented the god Kuttandavar, and he told
me the following legend about him* The god Indra, for
the crime of murdering a Brahman, became incarnated
in the form of Kuttandavar, and a curse was laid upon
him that his body should rot away, leaving only the
head; with the result that no one would give him his
daughter in marriage ; because, if they were married in
the morning, his body would rot away before the even-
ing and so the bride would become a widow and the tali
be cut. Sri Krishna, however, took pity on him,
assumed the female form of Mohini, and consented
to be married to him in the morning, and then, as he
vanished all but the head, the tali was cut in the even-
ing. In memory of this event, during the festival,
which is celebrated in the month of Ckitrai (April), a
crowd of men dressed as women come to the shrine
with talis on their necks* In the evening at sunset the
tali is cut, because the god has died and all the people
dressed as women have become widows. The festival,
therefore, is necessarily limited to the day-time. Fowls
and goats are sacrificed to the god a little distance in
front of the shrine. The festival is attended by all non-
Brahman castes. The people who showed me the
shrines said that Kuttandavar is so named from an
Asura, or Demon or Kuttu, whom the god killed. But
as Kuttandavar is especially the god of the actors or
dancers, or Knttadis, who are very numerous in South
Arcot and are a sub-division of the Padaiyachi caste, it
seems likely that the name is derived from Kuttadi
(a dancer or actor), I was told that wherever the
Vaniy ar s or Padaiyachis are in great numbers,!or instance,
in the South Arcot, Coimbatore and Salem districts,
and in the city of Madras, one is sure to see a large
number of shrines of the god Kuttandavar. The worship
of this god is, however, not considered to be very
respectable. There is apparently no immorality con-